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The Early Learning Coalition Promotes the Development  
of 21st Century Skills in Osceola’s Youngest Citizens 

 

KISSIMMEE, Fla. (May 5, 2016) – With career opportunities in STEM fields among the fastest growing in the nation, the 
Early Learning Coalition of Osceola County (Coalition) furthers its commitment to ensure all young children living in 
Osceola County build the necessary skills to succeed in tomorrow’s workforce. In taking another step toward achieving 
this goal, the Coalition will host its second STEM Family Night event on May 19, 2016. Approximately 1000 parents and 
children are expected to attend the festivities. The Orlando Science Center, Osceola County Library System, and Walt 
Disney World Resort will engage students and their families with interactive STEM-related activities developed to inspire 
collaboration, promote conversation and hands-on learning. Nemours Children’s Hospital will also offer free vision 
screening to all children attending the event and staff will give books to the first 200 children who receive a screening. 
Additional books containing STEM-based activities will be presented to every family in attendance to encourage enhanced 
interaction and playful learning when at home.  
 

What is STEM; Why is STEM Important? 
STEM is an acronym for and refers to the academic disciplines of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. An 
interdisciplinary STEM-based curriculum builds skills and knowledge in each discipline that are essential for student 
success. Equally important, STEM-related courses equip students with the necessary skills to be successful in the ever-
evolving and competitive 21

st
 century business arena. 

 

From STEM to STEAM – A Look Ahead 
Through the generous support of Walt Disney World Resort, the program is expanding next year to include the arts. This 
will facilitate a transition from STEM to STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics, which aligns 
with the School District of Osceola County’s efforts to integrate STEAM teaching concepts throughout the Osceola school 
system. Also on the horizon: more private early education providers and public voluntary prekindergarten (VPK) 
classrooms will be added throughout Osceola County. Collectively, Osceola’s youngest children will benefit by developing 
essential skills such as critical thinking, creative problem solving, teamwork and collaboration well before they enter 
kindergarten. 
 

About Ignite Discovery: STEM Foundations 
The STEM Family Night is a component of the Ignite Discovery: STEM Foundations (IDSF), which is an eight-month 
initiative designed to help children build the skills needed in tomorrow’s workforce. IDSF introduced STEM concepts into 
specific private prekindergarten and VPK classrooms in Osceola County. In its second year of implementation, it is part of 
a larger community-wide Infants to Innovators program, which is a framework of early education initiatives designed to 
help Osceola’s youngest citizens meet the critical developmental benchmarks to be successful not only in school but also 
in life. 
 

Event Details 
In partnership with the Orlando Science Center, School District of Osceola County, and Walt Disney World Resort, the 
event takes place May 19, 2016, from 5:30-8 p.m. at Osceola Heritage Park, located at 1875 Silver Spur Lane, 
Kissimmee, Fla., 34744. Attendees begin the evening with a pizza dinner and then transition to the interactive area that 
will feature the STEM-related activities. 
 

ABOUT THE EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF OSCEOLA COUNTY 
The Early Learning Coalition of Osceola County (Coalition) has played a vital role in Osceola County for more than a 
decade. Through the support of state and federal dollars, the Coalition administers Florida's Voluntary Prekindergarten 
(VPK) Program in Osceola County and provides School Readiness Financial Assistance to income eligible families.  The 
Coalition also oversees the delivery of Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) services that provide families with 
individualized, non-biased child care referrals to child care centers, family child care homes, VPK programs, summer 
camps, school-age programs, Head Start and Early Intervention facilities.  Serving approximately 4,000 children annually, 
the Coalition oversees Osceola’s child care system to ensure that participating programs are meeting legislative 
requirements in an effort to provide quality early learning experiences for the children within our community.  Early 
education, through a variety of teaching strategies, provides children with a strong foundation to develop their skills and 
ensure they enter kindergarten prepared and ready to succeed in school and in life.  For more information about the Early 
Learning Coalition of Osceola County and the programs and services we offer, please visit www.elcosceola.org. 
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