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Think, Show, Tell, Talk: Enhancing Children’s 

Language and Vocabulary 
By Mary Ann Goodrich, West Central VPK Regional Facilitator 

Have you seen the Language and Vocabulary resource 
folder in the VPK Teacher Toolkit? You can find the 
folder at http://www.flvpkonline.org/teachertoolkit/. It has 
wonderful resources that you can use in your classroom 
the very next day. Basic vocabulary is important because 
it builds more complex language skills and creates 
deeper vocabulary knowledge. As children learn new 
words they need to see the item or action labeled and 
hear the new word many times in various contexts. 
Think, Show, Tell, Talk is one of the strategies you can 
use to introduce new words and provide children with 
experiences to use them in their daily activities in your 
program. When children begin using the new word on 

their own, you know they have added this word to their ever-expanding vocabulary. 
 
You can use the Think, Show, Tell, Talk strategy with any number of children and at any time of day. 
There are four easy steps. Step one is Think. This is the planning phase when the teacher thinks of a 
word that may be unfamiliar to children. Consider classroom themes, activities and experiences for 
sources of words to introduce to children. Step two is Show. Use a real object or model to demonstrate 
the word. When using a verb like gallop, you can act it out. The objective is for children to experience 
the new word. Step three is Tell. Now you give children a label for the object or action and have them 
repeat the word correctly. The last step is Talk. Provide a simple, meaningful definition of the word. 
Plan experiences that will allow children to hear and use that word in their daily classroom activities. 
You can create a dramatic play opportunity or add props to the block area that will encourage children 
to use that word. Children will be able to add this new word to their vocabulary knowledge the more 
they can say and use the word in a meaningful context. So as you begin the new year, incorporate the 
Think, Show, Tell, Talk strategy and watch the language and vocabulary of your children grow! 

“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning. But, for children, play is 

serious learning. Play is really the work of childhood.” ~ Fred Rogers 
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VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates 

Florida Statute 1002.69 requires the Office of Early Learning to adopt a 
minimum readiness rate that demonstrates a provider has delivered the 
VPK program satisfactorily.  

The Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener (FLKRS) is used to     
calculate the VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.  FLKRS   
gathers information about a child’s overall development and addresses 
each student’s readiness for kindergarten based on the Florida Early 
Learning and Developmental Standards for Four-Year-Olds.  

PROJECTED 2016-17 VPK KINDERGARTEN READINESS RATE TIMELINE 
(Dates shown are target dates and subject to change) 

 
Jan. 8, 2018. through Feb. 2, 2018 – Provider verification/dispute period  
 
Feb. 5, 2018, through Feb. 18, 2018 – Coalition approval period 
 
Late March 2018 – Preliminary readiness rates posted 
 
Late May 2018 – Final readiness rates posted 
 
Acknowledgement of low performing (probationary) status due within 21 days of posting the final 2016-17 VPK 

Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates 

“The greatest sign of  success for a teacher is to be able to say, the children are now 
working as if  I did not exist.” - Maria Montessori 

Be in the Loop! 

VPK Learning Circles are ongoing opportunities for early childhood 

professionals to share strategies, research and best practices in 

VPK classrooms. Learning Circle activities include 

— Practicing new ideas and skills. 

— Professional networking. 

— Sharing resources and experiences. 

— Discussion and brainstorming solutions for  challenges faced in 

the field. 
 

Who should attend? 

VPK providers, directors, teachers and administrators who 

would like an opportunity to network with other professionals 

in early childhood education. 

 

Who do you contact for more information about Learning 

Circles? 

Your local VPK regional facilitator organizes and facilitates the Learning Circles. You can find contact information for your regional 

facilitator on the OEL website at http://bit.ly/2o6PGpW.  

  
December    

Circles 

December  

Participants 

Total Learning 

Circles in   

Total            

Participants in 

Face-to-Face 7 65 184 876 

Web-Based 4 22 10 39 

http://bit.ly/2o6PGpW
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Professional Development 

Florida’s Office of Early Learning in collaboration with the Florida Department of Children and 

Families (DCF) offers a variety of online and instructor-led training opportunities. To register for 

any of these training opportunities, please visit DCF’s training website at  http://bit.ly/1oHgYPm. 

Online Courses December         

Completers 

2017-18 Total       

Completers  

Standards for Four-Year-Olds 166 1852 

Integrating the Standards: Phonological Awareness  NEW! 26 204 

Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors 451 2712 

Language and Vocabulary in the VPK Classroom 72 516 

Mathematical Thinking for Early Learners 89 594 

Working to Create Positive Learning Environments: Preventive Strategies  NEW! 66 369 

Developing the Socially and Emotionally Competent Child  NEW! 31 232 

English Language Learners in the VPK Classroom 38 305 

How to Administer the Florida VPK Assessment  NEW! 34 465 

VPK Assessment Instructional Implications  NEW! 21 222 

VPK Director Credential Course 47 483 

Instructor-led Courses December     

Classes 

December       

Participants 

2017-18 Total Participants  

Standards for Four-Year-Olds 1 14 95 

Integrating the Standards: Phonological Awareness 2 2 6 

How to Administer the Florida VPK Assessment 4 5 335 

VPK Assessment Instructional Implications 4 4 230 

*EMEL: Making Sense of Sets and Numbers 10 11 478 

*EMEL: Counting and Operating with Numbers 8 56 399 

*EMEL: Patterns, Measurement and Data 14 42 390 

*EMEL: Shapes and Spatial Relationships 8 13 214 

*EMEL– Early Mathematics for Early Learners 
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